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Transgender individuals need protection from a violent society
By Dan Cordero
A perspective

Even with rising stars like Laverne Cox
and Caitlyn Jenner making waves and
gaining exposure in mainstream media,
transgender people are still facing incredible
levels of discrimination fueled by a of lack
of understanding and the perpetuation of
misconceptions about our community.
More concerning is the fact that even
with all the attention being given to this
marginalized community, the platform that
allows trans people to speak out about the
realities of our lives and the difficulties we
face daily is still overshadowed by society’s
obsession with our physical bodies and
transitions.
New interest in the trans community in
the news and entertainment media leads to
questions from members of the community
who have not previously given trans people
much thought. While this natural curiosity
in a previously overlooked community is
understandable and more often than not
originates from a well-intentioned desire
to better understand, the problem arises
when our voices are silenced and our bodies
become sensationalized.
Media focus on trans bodies creates a
culture that feels entitled to the intimate
details of trans people’s physical journeys.
This invasive and ignorant focus inevitably
leaves non-trans people to a severely
skewed perception, often resulting in very
dangerous outcomes for transgender people.
At least 81 transgender people have lost
their lives to anti-transgender violence
in 2015, according to advocate.com.
U.S. cities suffer from “particularly acute
problems with fatal transphobic violence,”
with the number of trans women killed this
year reaching “nearly double that of the total
killed last year.”
A survey conducted in 2011 by the
National Center for Transgender Equality
and the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force focused on discrimination against
the trans community. It reported that trans
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people experienced twice the unemployment
rate. Of those who responded, 19 percent
said that they become homeless at some
point due to their transition. The survey
also reported that respondents endured
an alarming rate of harassment in school

Social media ‘advocacy’
lame without voting
By Blake Tomczak
A perspective

On June 11, 1963, a
Vietnamese Mahayana Buddhist
monk set himself on fire. Thích
Quảng Đức was an advocate
against the South Vietnamese
Diem regime’s pro-catholic
policies and discriminatory
Buddhist laws.
Today’s advocacy looks
different. People will click “like,”
retweet and use clever hashtags
to feel as if they are participating
in a cause.
It is important to recognize
what separates real advocacy
from pseudo-advocacy and the
effects of these two methods of
activism.
Real advocacy stems from
tangible actions through
participation in movements and
consistent behaviors supporting
the movement being advocated.
Such actions are observable in the
present-day through activists like
Malala Yousafzai, who showed
resilience in attending school
against the orders of local Taliban
leaders in Pakistan banning girls
from attending school. Malala
was shot three times on the way
to school. Since then she has used
her experiences to advocate for
women’s right to education.
Some, however, feign advocacy
for their social presence and
satisfy their own moral compasses
by effortlessly posting on social
media without taking initiative
to assist their alleged cause.
According to CNN, at least 128
were
killed during
the
attacks in
Paris. In
response,
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thousands of Facebook users
changed their profile pictures to
resemble the Paris flag without
aiding any anti-ISIS campaigns
or sending financial help to a
devastated city.
By n o t p a r t i c i p a t i n g
wholeheartedly in a movement,
the status quo is allowed
to continue unchecked.
Supporting a president on
social media but not sharing
their platform, not attending
organizational meetings and not
voting does nothing to help the
president’s campaign.
According to Washington
Post, only 19.9 percent of 1829 year-old American citizens
voted in the previous midterm
election.
The Wall Street Journal
reported that Sanders scored an
outstanding 407,000 mentions
online on the night of the first
Democratic Debate, more than
all of the other Democratic
candidates combined. He will
still not be able to make it past
the party primaries unless his
supporters vote.
The only route in which
progress can be made is through
eradicating misconceptions.
This progression must be
aimed at both those who falsely
represent movements and those
who are resistant to them.
Exercising openness and
allowing criticism from others,
and thinking critically in an
unbiased fashion is one path
to personal reform. It is the
unwillingness to accept change
that leads to toxic traditions
maintaining a place in the
modern world. If they
continue being swept
under the rug, these
issues will never be
addressed.

settings as well as suicide attempts.
This is the reality of what it means
to live as a transgender person.Despite
the fact that trans people experience
harassment, discrimination and assault
disproportionately compared to the rest of

the LGBT community, these are not the
facts or stories that get told when we have
a rare moment in the spotlight. Instead,
media personalities such as Katie Couric and
Maury Povich use trans people as a means to
draw in viewers for the shock value, focusing

on the bodies of their transgender guests,
like the freak shows of years past.
When Couric invited Carmen Carrera
and Laverne Cox—two performers who
openly identify as transgender women—to
her talk show in 2014, the episode quickly
took a familiar nosedive. Carrera was
introduced by Couric saying she had been
“born a man,” a statement that invalidates
Carrera’s identity as a woman and not-sosubtlety perpetuated the “man in a dress”
trope that causes so much damage to trans
women. Carrera was also peppered with an
onslaught of invasive questions about her
body and transition. Couric went so far as
to ask her about whether or not her “private
parts were different now” before being shut
down by Carrera, who said she did not want
to speak about something that personal.
Couric’s mistreatment of Carrera
mirrors the mainstream media, which
ultimately does nothing to help America
see transgender people as people. When
people are seen as somehow less human it
is easier to stigmatize and hate them. Trans
people are among the most brutalized and
murdered within the LGBT community. In
2015 alone, a rash of violence against trans
people include scores who were stabbed,
shot or beaten to death.
When the conversation about trans
people focuses on just our bodies our
identities, hopes, dreams, struggles and
accomplishments are diminished. We
are used as a means to garner ratings as
obscure curiosities. That also contributes to
a culture that continuously fuels and cycles
the daily discrimination and oppression of
transgender people all over the world.
Conversations about the transgender
community need to shift focus. Trans people
need to be given the opportunity to spread
awareness about the day to day realities of our
own lives and tell the stories that remind the
rest of the world that we are not so different
from anyone else. Society’s obsession has
with what’s lying in our pants is destructive
and ill mannered. We are individuals with
struggles, dreams and accomplishments.

Mens’ Rights Movement is a fraud
By Andrew Dyer
A perspective

Nowhere has regressive and toxic ideology
festered like it has on the Internet. Socially
isolated individuals have found connections
in countless insular electronic communities.
Surrounding themselves with those who share
a common perspective, they become inoculated
against infusions of different ideas.
This toxic feedback loop of circular reasoning
is evident in the Men’s Rights Movement and its
adherents, Men’s Rights Activists (MRAs.)
Throughout its history, feminism has been met
with reactionist male resistance, but the Internet
has fueled new level of vitriol. Browse any web
forum devoted to men’s rights, like A Voice for
Men and it will burn with a litany of misogynistic
ideology peppered with defensive male posturing.
Though they pretend to be advocacy groups,
one would be hard-pressed to find any evidence
of advocacy. Instead, many pages are devoted to
abject denial of today’s feminist issues. Things
like the wage gap and rape culture are dismissed male companionship as a commodity, they say,
as coordinated deceptions. The entire scene is trading their sex for material security. To them, any
fit for an academic study on missing the point. man who provides friendship without receiving sex
A more popular men’s rights forum on Reddit, is viewed as a fool, because sex is the only thing of
the self-styled “front page of the Internet,” boasts value women have to offer.
more than 100,000 subscribers. On the Men’s
“Nice guys” are doomed to this fate while jerks,
Rights subreddit, the forum’s most popular jocks, and the bullies of their youth win the girls
submissions are posts defending statutory rapists, by virtue of their physical appearance or income
anti-feminist screeds and links to articles detailing bracket. The myth of the “nice guy” crumbles
false-rape accusations. Though statistically rare, when, considered from the woman’s perspective,
the spectre of the false-rape accusation dominates they are actually attempting to manipulate their
the forum. The Department of Justice estimates way into bed by feigning friendship. But, like much
that only 35 percent of rapes are reported. of men’s rights ideology, the only perspective worth
Coupled with findings by the National Center consideration is a man’s.
for the Prosecution of Violence Against Women
The danger in buying into this narrative was
that a mere seven percent of those were false, the illustrated in blood by Isla Vista shooter Elliot
false-rape fear machine sputters and fails.
Rodger. In 2014 the troubled 22-year-old shot and
One tent pole of anti-feminist theory is killed six people at UC Santa Barbara. His 137abject denial that our society
page manifesto was an extreme
is patriarchal. Recently, Dilbert
example of the frustration
cartoonist Scott Adams turned
many young men experience
To them, any man who when their romantic realities do
off his brain and logged into his
blog to complain that men are provides friendship without not align with their hormonal
expected to pay for dates with receiving sex is viewed as a desires. His life, isolated and
women without the guarantee
dominated by online games,
of sex. He went on to argue that, fool, because sex is the only is one many men his age can
as the gatekeepers of sex, it was thing of value women have identify with.
actually women who held the
R o d g e r’s c o m p l a i n t s
to offer.
power in society. In dropping
mimicked common themes
this brain-turd into his toilet of
of men’s forums online when
a blog, Adams claimed he had
he talked about the brutality
single-handedly refuted any
of the “real world.”
notion of patriarchy. Adams should not deny
“The meanest and depraved men come out on
the existence of patriarchy in the same breath top, and women flock to them,” Rodger’s manifesto
where he also whines about the necessity of reads. “The good, decent men are laughed at.”
obtaining consent. Adams’ repulsive notions
When the hashtag #yesallwomen began trending
are what feminists are referring to when talking after the shooting, it was an outlet for women tired
about rape culture.
of the harassment they receive from men online. It
Internet echo chambers incubate toxic attitudes was not long before the reactionary hashtag
like these, with sometimes violent consequences. #notallmen popped up, as if on cue, to derail the
A popular meme among these communities is conversation and make it again about men’s feelings
avoidance of the “friendzone,” a sexless orbit instead of women’s.
self-styled “nice guys” are condemned to inhabit
It is rare to meet a woman who has spent any time
around women they desire. Women only view on social media who has not experienced unwanted
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comments, critiques and photos. Discussion of this
issue was co-opted by reactionary men, the delicate
fragility of their masculinity again under threat by
the mere acknowledgment of the problem.
Another online maelstrom, “gamergate,” was an
egregious example of organized Internet communities
coordinating a harassment campaign against
women. Although participants claim their crusade
was about ethics in video game journalism, the
death threats and constant social media harassment
towards women in the media and industry did not
lend any credibility to that claim. Developer Brianna
Wu had to leave her home due to death threats.
“I hope you enjoy your last moments on earth,”
read one post. “You did nothing worthwhile with
your life.”
MRAs see a world where they are constantly
under attack, beset on all sides threat by angry,
militant feminists and good men cower under
the threat of false-rape accusations. Women’s
issues, when brought to the forefront, are met
with skepticism and attempts to rationalize away.
Campus sexual assault continues to be a leading
concern and the most prevalent threat to women on
campus, yet statistical outliers, like the Rolling Stone
rape story or the Duke lacrosse scandal, receive
disproportionate media coverage and are heralded as
examples of the dangers of taking feminist concerns
too seriously.
Feminism today is no more extreme or less relevant
than it was a century ago. Acknowledgement of the
issues raised in feminist theory, like male privilege,
does not threaten men or minimize anyone’s
accomplishments. Men should recognize that antifeminist ideologies are a threat to them as well as
women. The nature of these internet communities
is not conducive to rational discussion of the issue,
because evidence opposed to the prevailing narrative
is unwelcome and dismissed out-of-hand. Before
subscribing to the anti-feminist groupthink of
the internet man-o-sphere, young men should be
the logical beings they claim to be and rationally
consider the world from another perspective, that
of a feminist.

